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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 
The Clerk (Mr N. Pratt) reported that the office of President was vacant and called for nominations. 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That Hon Alanna Clohesy do take the chair in the Council as President. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [2.01 pm]: I formally second the motion. 
HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [2.02 pm]: Mr Clerk, I submit myself to the will of the house. 
[There being no other nomination, Hon Alanna Clohesy was declared elected as President, and was conducted to 
the chair by the mover and seconder of the motion.] 
[Applause.] 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy) [2.03 pm]: Thank you, members. I begin by acknowledging the 
traditional owners of the land that we meet on today, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation. I pay my respects 
to elders past and present and emerging. I extend that respect to all traditional owners across our great state and to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people here today. 
Thank you, members, for placing your trust in me through election as your President. It is a great honour and a role 
that I commit to undertaking with fairness, integrity and hard work. I am aware that, since 1890, only 18 Presidents 
before me have had this honour. I acknowledge all the Presidents who have served before me, especially those 
who have held the position during my time in this place: Hon Kate Doust and Hon Barry House. I thank them for 
their service and contribution, unique to each of them. 
Our daily work in this chamber is surrounded and informed by history, traditions and conventions. This magnificent 
building is a constant reminder of where we have come from. But as a modern Parliament, we can and do examine the 
importance of continuing traditions and their symbolic meaning. The opening of the forty-first Parliament, just recently, 
for example, combined old and ancient traditions. For the first time, we were privileged to be welcomed to country 
by Whadjuk elder Dr Richard Walley in this chamber. I am sure members will agree that this new tradition of 
acknowledgement, respect and reconciliation is one to be welcomed. It has both symbolic and substantive value to us all. 
I have thought carefully about the symbolic traditions of this office. To this end, members may have noticed that 
I am not wearing the traditional Presiding Officer’s robe. I hope that, in doing so, my term will be marked by the 
value of fairness, rather than by traditional symbols of office. Similarly, forms of address can reflect certain values. 
It is my preference that the title of the position of President be used by members without the gendered honorific of 
Madam, when possible. This change reflects an important substantive value that I trust we all share—that of equality. 
Members, we have much work ahead of us and how we carry out that work is as important as the work itself. I take 
this opportunity to especially acknowledge all the new members in this chamber. I undertake to work with new 
members to demystify, as much as possible, the various traditions and conventions that inform our work so that 
we might all fulfil our roles with clarity and confidence. Another important part of modern parliamentary work is 
engaging with our community to involve people in the work that we do here. I hope to support and enhance the good 
work already underway in this area. Similarly, engaging with members of the public here in our most privileged 
of workplaces, the Parliament, will be another focus of my attention. 
Members, in this Legislative Council, respect for all in our community and for each other should underpin all we 
do here. I am honoured to be your President of the forty-first Parliament. I wish all members the very best for your 
work over the next four years. 
Thank you. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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